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This is at four weeks after exclusion, and it is only then that the 
young Lampreys take some nourishment from the mud in which 
they delight to bury themselves. Some cartilages also now make 
their appearance at the anterior extremity of the chorda dorsali8 ; 
these are the foundations of the basilar cartilage of the cranium. 
The eyes are still deeply immersed in the skin, but the auditory 
vesicles are enlarged and the number of otolithes increased. A 
single olfactory organ, a small cavity covered with a vibratile 
epithelium, is situated in front of the brain, and receives a short, 
thick, olfactory nerve. It is remarkable, that four weeks after ex- 
clusion there was no trace of peripherie nerves, either in the head 
or body, although the spinal cord is very thiek.--Com2tes Rendus, 
Feb. 18, 1856, p. 336. 
CLAUSILIA MORTILLETI. 
To the :Editors of the _4nnals of Natural History. 
Cheltenham, March 30, 1856. 
GENTL~MEN,--My attention was only very lately directed to a 
note from Herr Adolf Schmidt, of Aschersleben, in your ' Annals' 
for January last, mentioning the occurrence of Clausilia Mortilleti, 
Dumt., near Cheltenham. 
In the autumn of last year I found a Clausilia in this neighbour- 
hood, which I at first suspected might be Clausilia Rolphii, a species 
I have always hoped to find in this county. I sent three specimens to 
the British Museum, with the statement, hat if not C. Rolphii, with 
which I was not acquainted, and the figure and description of which 
differ widely from each other and from the species itself in Turton's 
'Manual,' it was probably C1. Mortilleti, Dumt. I subsequently 
sent two examples of the same to Herr A./Schmidt, from whom I 
had previously received continental shells, with the note, that if it 
was not a very ventricose variety of Clau~ilia rugosa, it was probably 
Clausilia Mortilleti. 
In this neighbourhood the species is extremely local, I found it 
in company with xlzeea trldens, among nettles and long grass, in a 
damp and shaded locality, and did not procure more than a dozen 
examples altogether. It  is not a very well marked species ; but, in 
addition to structural points of difference, its "habi t"  is unlike that 
of C. rugo~a. 
I am, Gentlemen, yours obediently, 
CHARLES PRENTICE. 
On a supposed New SFeeie8 of the Genus Equus. 
By M. I. GEOFFROY SAINT-HILAIRE. 
The Empress of the French has recently received as a present 
from the Viceroy of Egypt, and presented to the Menagerie of the 
Jardin des Plantes, two specimens of an Equine animal, which M. 
Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire considers to be a new species. It belongs to 
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the section of the great genus Equus of which Dr.  Gray has formed 
his genus Asinus. I t  is most  nearly allied to the Djiggetai (Equus 
(Asinus) Hemionus), but  differs l~rom that  species in the smaller size 
and better shape of the head, its shorter ears, and its tail partial ly 
covered with long hairs. I t  thus appears to be intermediate between 
the Djiggetai and the Horse, for which reason M. Saint-Hilaire pro- 
poses to name it Equus hemippus. I ts  colour is the same as that of 
the Djiggetai, and, like that  species, it has a blackish mane and dor- 
sal line. I t  is supposed to be a native of the deserts of Syria between 
Pa lmyra and Bagdad.--Compte8 Rendus, Dee. 31, 1855, p. 1214. 
METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS FOR MARCH 1856.  
Chiswick.--March 1. Cloudy : fine. 2. Cloudy : slight rain. 3, 4. Cloudy and 
cold. 5. Overcast. 6. Cloudy and cold : fine. 7. Cloudy: fine. 8. Fine : slight 
rain. 9. Cloudy. 10. Foggy: fine. 11. Foggy: hazy: frosty at night. 12. 
Clear and frosty : cloudy and windy. 13. Cold and dry. 14. Excessively cold 
wind : clear, cold and dry. 15. Cloudy. 16. Slight haze : heavy rain at night. 
17. Hazy. 18. Hazy: fine rain. 19, 20. Hazy: overcast. 21. Hazy: cloudy. 
22. Overcast : fine. 23. Hazy : fine : clear. 24, 25. Hazy and cold. 26. Cloudy 
and cold. 27. Clear : fine : frosty. 28. Cloudy and cold. 29. Dry cold haze :
frosty at night. 30. Slight haze : fine : sharp frost. 31. Slight haze : very fine: 
frosty. 
Mean temperature of the month ................................. 38°'95 
Mean temperature of March 1855 .............................. 37"61 
Mean temperature of March for the last thirty years ......... 42 "09 
Average amount of rain in March .............................. 1'344 inch. 
Boston.--Mareh 1, 2. Cloudy. 3. Cloudy: rain r.M. 4, 5. Cloudy. 6. Cloudy: 
rain A.M. 7--9. Fine. 10. Cloudy. 11. Cloudy : snow A.M. 12, 13. Cloudy. 
14. Fine. 15. Cloudy. 16. Fine. 17. Cloudy : rain A.M. and P.M. 18. Cloudy : 
rain P.M. 19. Cloudy : rain A.M. 20. Cloudy. 21. Cloudy : rain A.M. and P.M. 
22--26. Cloudy. 27. Fine. 28. Cloudy. 29--31. Fine. 
Sandwick Manse, Orkney.--March 1. Cloudy x.M. : fine, drizzle I".M. 2. Drizzle 
A.M. : fine, cloudy r.M, 3. Damp A.M. : fine, clear P.M. 4. Showers, fine A.M. : 
fine, cloudy r.M. 5. Damp A.M. : fine,: aurora P.M. 6. Drops A.M, : fine r.M. 
7. Fog A.M. and P.M. 8. Showers A.M. : fine, aurora e.M. 9. Showers A.M. : 
cloudy P.M. 10. Frost A.M. : clear, frost p.M. 11, 12. Snow-showers A.M. and 
P.M. 13. Snow, frost A.M. : clear, frost P.M. 14. Clear, frost A.M. : very clear P.~. 
15. Bright A.M. : very clear, aurora P.M. 16. Clear *.M. : very clear P.M. 17. 
Bright A.M. : cloudy P.M. 18. Cloudy a.M. and P.M. 19. Bright A.M. : cloudy 
P.M. 20,21. Cloudy, fineA.M, andP.M. 22. Bright, fineA.~.: clear, fineP.M. 
23, 24. Cloudy A.M. : cloudy, fine P.M. 25. Cloudy A.M. : clear, fine P.M. 26. 
Bright A.M. : cloudy, fine P.M. 27. Bright A.M. : clear, aurora P.M. 28. Cloudy 
A.M. : very clear, fine P.M. 29. Clear A.M. : very clear, fine P.M. 30. Cloudy 
A.M. : very clear, fine, aurora P.M. 31. Bright A.M. : cloudy, fine P.M. 
Mean temperature of March for previous tweuty-nine years... 40°'40 
Mean temperature of this month ................................. 40"39 
Mean temperature of March 1855 .............................. 36 "61 
Average quantity of rain in March for fifteen previous years . 2"60 inches. 
This month has been unprecedentedly r , the rain being only about one-eighth 
of the average for March, and less than that of any month during my observations, 
except April 1852, when it wa~ only "11 of an inch. Rain fell only on eight days. 
